G. WWII: Key Turning Points 
*Front = location
where fighting takes place
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1. Fill in the battles that were the key turning points in the war. (One key turning point for each of the war fronts)
2. Complete the 5 W’s for each of the events. Look in your textbook. 
· For the “Why” - explain why this battle was a turning point
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Who: United States vs. Japan 





What: Naval Battle to stop Japan from occupying the Midway Islands, which were less than a 1000 miles from Hawaii. 





When: June 1942





Where: Midway (Pacific Ocean)





Why: Stop Japan from occupying island too close to the United States. 





Important because it was a huge Allied victory which forced Japan into retreat. 





Who: United States, Great Britain, Canada vs. Germany





What: Largest full-scale international amphibious invasion ever planned. Allied forces would invade Europe to fight the Nazis on a the Western Front. 





When: June 6, 1944





Where: Normany, France





Why: Allies began to liberate Western Europe and force Germany to retreat





Who: Soviet Union vs. Germany





What: Brutal city combat over the symbolic fight for Stalingrad (a city named for the Soviet leader, Joseph Stalin). Soviets defeated the German Army and forced them into retreat. 





When:  August 1942 – February 1943





Where: Stalingrad, Soviet Union (Russia)





Why:  Soviet Army showed determination and strength by finally defeating the German Army. 





Hitler had broken the non-aggression treaty he signed with Stalin by invading Russia (Operation Barbarossa). Germany had used extreme brutality against the Russias during this invasion, which would become a source of inspiration for Russian soldiers fighting push the Germans out of the Soviet Union and force them to retreat. 








